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Union mourns former General
Secretary Kevin Smyth

The Union regretfully announces that
former General Secretary Kevin Smyth
has passed away after 15 years of
fighting ill health.

All those who knew him will mourn
the loss of a true friend and dedicated
colleague.

He joined the CIU as Education
Secretary in 1977 and held that
position until he took on the job of
General Secretary in 1992, retiring in
20009.

It would not be an understatement to
say that Kevin is one of the giants
amongst the servants of the CIU.

In no particular order, just a few
examples of his commitment must be
acknowledged.

As Editor of Club Journal, every
month he would write a page giving
updates in the law and good advice on
management. He encouraged debates
and showed no bias, giving a voice to
every member of every club in the
Union wanting to make a positive
contribution.

Kevin was a dedicated educator. He
was a prolific lecturer traveling all
across England, Scotland, and Wales. It
was not unusual for him to be invited
back — a sure sign of his effective style
of communication.

He was a keen historian and,
together with his wife Yvonne, found
the site of the grave of the Union’s
founder, the Reverend Henry Solly.

The Union paid for a gravestone for
Sully and for many years, Kevin and
Yvonne made an annual trip to the site
to keep it pristine.

Kevin fought for clubs. What must
have been one of his greatest
disappointments was the fact that only

Former Union General Secretary Kevin Smyth

a few hundred clubs followed his
guidance in the fight for a refund of
VAT in the Linneweber case back in
2006.

Had all clubs followed his advice,
Union clubs would have benefited to
the tune of tens of millions of pounds.

Kevin would have been very
disappointed if his wife, Yvonne, was
not acknowledged for her support in
this tribute.

Opver the years, she drove him all over
the country when able and had to put
up with being unable to listen to her
beloved music because while she drove,
Kevin would always be dictating CIU
letters in the back seat.

He was respected, admired, and even
loved by his staff, as evidenced by the
stunned silence and even tears when he
announced his retirement.

During his closing address at
Blackpool one year, he summed up in
one word what the CIU meant to him.
That word is ‘“friends’.

In his parting, literally millions of
working men’s club members have lost
a true friend.

75p

Win a cash prize with the
CIU National Lottery Draw

ClIU National Lottery

SCAN HERE

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for
this month’s CIU National Lottery
50/50 Draw which takes place at 7pm
on March 31.

As well as the winner receiving a
cash prize, there will also be a five per
cent revenue share for the winning
member’s club.

Tickets cost £1 each and can be
purchased online via your computer,
tablet or smartphone at the website:

ciu.praxisplay.online

Editor's Letter
Club News

Www.ciu.org.uk



EDITOR'S LETTER

Welcome to the March edition of Club
Fournal.

Some desperately sad news to start
off, as we learned of the passing of
former Union General Secretary Kevin
Smyth in February.

Kevin’s impact on clubland was
nothing short of extraordinary and his
unwavering dedication to clubs across
the country shaped and strengthened
the movement for many years.

His influence reached far and wide,
touching the lives of countless
members and club officials who
benefited from his leadership and
vision.

Needless to say, Kevin will be much
missed by his many friends and
delegates will no doubt be raising a
toast to him during Conference
Weekend next month.

There are three key events scheduled
for delegates: The 161st Annual
Meeting on the morning of Saturday,
April 26 at the Grand Hotel; the Beer
& Trades Exhibition at the Norbreck
Castle Hotel on the afternoon of
Friday, April 25 and the CIU
Entertainment Showcase at the H&A
Social Club on the evening of Friday,
April 25.

The Showcase will see a number of
top comedy and musical acts
performing.

Entry will be just £5 on the door, so
if you are in Blackpool for Conference

Welcome

Weekend we hope you will come along
for what promises to be a great night
out.
The ‘Club of the Month’ for
February is Broadwater Working Men’s
Conservative Club in Worthing, West
Sussex.

Having celebrated its centenary in
August 2024, the club continues to be
at the heart of the local community
with first-class facilities and a well-
priced bar offering quality drinks, in-
cluding cask ale.

The club puts on regular live
entertainment, as well as live sport, and
has managed to attract many new,
younger members in recent years.

For the full profile of the club, please
see pages 16-19.

As ever, please get in touch if your
club is keen to host the Union’s Award
in Club Management (ACM) day
courses.

For further information, contact
Senior Head Office Administrator
Cath Fitzpatrick at:
Catherine.Fitzpatrick@wmciu.org.

I hope you enkjoy this month’s
issue.

Stephen Goulding
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NEWS

Plumstead Common WMC refurbished by young volunteers
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Some of the volunteers who refurbished the interior of Plumstead Common WMC as part of a
scheme organised by Toolstation and Volunteer It Yourself

Toolstation, one of the UK’s largest suppliers of tools, accessories and building
supplies, joined forces with social enterprise Volunteer It Yourself (VIY) for its latest
project, transforming and refurbishing the interior of the Plumstead Common
Working Men’s Club in London.

The club, which was established 116 years ago, serves the local community and
regularly hosts darts tournaments for the London Youth National League.

The space, which was in need of repair and refurbishment, was transformed by 27
young volunteers aged between 14-24 years old.

The transformation has given the local institution a much-needed facelift and made
it more attractive to new and existing members.

The volunteers updated the youth darts arena and adults darts space. Other
refurbishments included transforming the main entrance area, sanding the wooden
flooring and repairing the damaged walls, doors and skirting boards ahead of them
being painted.

The initiative is helping more young people learn DIY skills and to consider a career
in the construction and building industry, whilst renovating a space they may use and
benefit from.

Toolstation has funded and helped the volunteers gain City & Guilds qualifications
as part of its partnership with VIY.

The project saw 27 young volunteers come together from local youth referral
partners including London South East College, Newhaven School and Shooter Hills
College, and they spent a total of 10 days working on the project, with over 75% of all
the young people being awarded an Entry Level 3 City & Guilds accreditation in
Health & Safety and Painting & Decorating.

Rupert Nichols, Customer and Commercial Director at Toolstation, said: “Luke
Littler’s heroics have inspired so many more young people to get behind the oche, so
VIY and the volunteers have hit a 180 with the transformation of this club.

“The refurbishment will encourage the local community to spend more time at this
iconic venue. At Toolstation, we believe that supporting communities involves creating
positive change where it's needed most. Partnering with VIY means we can help
improve living conditions and share valuable skills with the young volunteers from the
local area”

 News in brief

Kingston Workmen’s Club to host annual
three-day Beer Festival from June 12-14
This year’s annual Kingston Beer Festival will take
place at Kingston Workmen's Club in Surrey from
June 12-14.

There will be over a hundred beers on offer as
well as a selection of traditional ciders and perries.

The Festival will run from 11am to 10.30pm on
Thursday, June 12 and Friday, June 13 and will run
from 11am to 7pm on Saturday, June 14.

Ticket details will be announced nearer to the
Festival.

DOORS OPEN 7.30PM
SHOW STARTS 9.00PM
TICKETS £10 EACH

Longbridge Social Club welcome Abba
tribute band Kiss The Teacher in April
Members of Longbridge Social Club in
Birmingham will be enjoying some top Abba
tunes on Friday, April 11 as tribute act Kiss The
Teacher perform on the club’s stage.

The four-piece band were Tribute Act Of The
Year Award Winnners in 2022,

Tickets cost £10 and can be purchased directly

Qm the club. /
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NEWS

4 News in brief ~\  New Crosshands Club set for Diana Ross tribute act

Llanelli’s New Crosshands Club,

SHEERNESS EAST WORKING in association with Lucas Man-
MANS CLUB ¥

agement, has announced that
American artiste Tameka Jack-
son will be presenting her Diana
Ross tribute show at the club on
Saturday, December 20, 2025.

Tameka has shared the stage
with stars such as Prince, Janet
Jackson, Shelia Ferguson, Randy
Crawford, Jaki Graham, Kym
Mazelle, Sonique, and many
more.

Among the many hits she will
be singing will be ‘Ain't No
Mountain High Enough’, ‘Upside
Down’ and T'm Coming Out’

Tameka is the headliner of the
‘In the Name of Love: The Diana
Ross Story’ theatrical produc-

March 28. t1on,. as well as Reﬂe.ctlons - The

) ) Musical Legacy of Diana Ross’
As well as a Boy George tribute act, the Acoustic . . .--‘
. i . Tickets cost £15 but Online ' _— =
Duo will be playing some top hits from the decade, . . _ PRESTNIED BY TAMEKA JACKSON
NPT Early Bird Tickets are £10 and
followed by comedy vocalist Wilma Fingadoo. VIP tickets are £20 The New Crosshands Club has announced that Tameka
The evening will conclude with an‘80s Disco from To buy advance tickets, vsit: Jackson will be performing at the club in December

DJB Barbz. www.eventbrite.com
Tickets are £20 per person and can be ordered ' '

TICKETS
FROM

Sheerness East WMC goes ‘Back to the 1980s
on March 28 with Boy George tribute act
Members of Sheerness East Working Men's Club in
Kent will be dusting off their shoulder pads,
applying their lip gloss and back-combing their hair
as the club stages a‘Back to the 805’ event on Friday,

from:

ps I eentiitecom../boy-george- Coxlodge Club stages Easter Alzheimer’s fundraiser

tribute-80s.

Meanwhile, the club is now holding regular‘Deaf The Coxlodge Club in Newcastle-
Pub’events to enable members of the local COXLODGE CLUB PRESENTS ] : .
upon-Tyne will be hosting a major

community to mingle with others who are learning charity fundraiser for the
or interested in learning British Sign Language E ASTE R M 0 N D AY Alzheimer’s Society on Easter
(BSL).

Having been approached by the local Community [: H A H I TY F U N |] R A I S E R Mgi(c}?;ternoon event, which will

Warden Jackie Worthington fol.lowinga request by IN SUPPORT OF THE ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY T e peresen oo}

members of the deaf community, Sheerness East S T B cees popular local band M-Town

(lub Manager Paula Smith was delighted to ' s o performing some of the greatest soul

accommodate the group, having learned BSL up to and Motov%n hits originfllry recorded

Level Thersel by the likes of Smoky Robinson and
The events take place on the last Monday of each Sam Cooke

month and are open to all ages, providing a great Tickets are available to buy online

place to make new friends, learn new skills and from: coxlodgeclub coil

praftlse exsting sk!IIs. ) The club has certainly enjoyed an
‘As a club we pride ourselves on being fully extremely busy 2025 so far with

inclusive to all and we are very happy to be hosting membeeradZing into the Concert

these events,'said Paula Hall to enjoy live music three times a

“The club is a real community facility, and we : G : o e .
| M []N D AY APR l I‘ 2 1 ST Wizll(l.long the artistes performing so

really work hard to ensure that we can
accommodate as many activities as possible. - DOORS OPEN 12PM-| TICKETS £5.00

far thi : Gl k band Th
“We're delighted to be hosting a monthly‘Deaf ar s yearare: branrock band e

Sleeze Sisters; The Billy Black Band

/ i i ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY ..\ . .
Pub and. look forwat,d toseeing the group grow in COXLODGE CLUB, JUBILEE ROAD, GOSFORTHNE3 3UR “#=7  performing classic heavy metal
the coming months! BET TICKETS HERE Wi COXLEOGRECLUE COM =

J tracks; London Calling and The
The event takes place on Easter Monday Gaslighters.

N
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NEWS

Ovington Social Club gears up for Beer Festival

fourth annual Ovington Beer Festival in April

There will be beers and ciders from a variety of Northumberland and Cumbria brewers at the

The fourth Ovington Beer Festival will take place on Friday, April 25/Saturday, 26 at Ovington Social Club in

Northumberland.

The theme of this year’s event — which is supported by the Tyneside and Northumberland Branch of the
Campaign of Real Ale (CAMRA) — is ‘East meets West’ and will see a range of beers and ciders from
Northumberland and Cumbria on offer, in addition to live music and food.

There will also be fundraising activities for the Great North Air Ambulance, the Festival’s designated charity.

The Festival runs from Friday 6-11pm and Saturday 12-11pm.

Tickets are available to purchase at the club bar and online for £10 each day (including two beer tokens) or

£16 for a weekend pass (including four beer tokens).

Visitors can also pay on the door but will not receive the free beer tokens.
For more details, see: www.facebook.com/ovingtonsocialclub

Sky extends PDCrights deal for elite darts coverage

Sky and the Professional Darts Corporation (PDC) have
announced a five-year partnership extension keeping
Sky Sports as the home of darts until 2030, marking
nearly 40 years of collaboration.

The new deal will include over 60 days of exclu-
sively live coverage from the biggest darts tourna-
ments every year including the PDC World Darts
Championship, Premier League, World Matchplay,
Grand Slam of Darts, World Grand Prix and World Cup
of Darts.

Sky has been the long-term broadcast partner of
the PDCsince 1993 and this news comes as new re-
search from Sky Business reveals a surge in interest in
darts.

The latest data highlights a dramatic rise in out-of-
home (OOH) viewing for darts, cementing its place as
a key sport for venues.

James Tweddle, Director of Hospitality at Sky Busi-
ness, commented: “The growing popularity of darts

highlights its unique ability to bring people together.

“Clubs provide the perfect atmosphere to enjoy the
excitement of live sport, and last year’s record-break-
ing viewing figures show how much darts resonates
with fans. There’s an exciting opportunity for all our
hospitality partners and we're proud to play a part in
making this possible for venues.”

OBITUARY

John Baker

North East Metropolitan
Branch regrets to announce
that former NEC Member
John Baker has passed away
atthe age of 89.

John had beeniill for some
time, but only stepped down
from the Branch Executive in January, after nearly 60
years service, including 25 as Branch Secretary.

John retired as Branch Secretary in December
2022 and the occasion was marked with a
presentation ceremony attended by members of the
Branch as well as Union General Secretary Kenneth
D Green CMD ACM.

He served on the NEC for several years before
relinquishing the role at the end of 2017.

John first became involved with club life in 1960
when he joined Colchester Belle Vue Social Club in
order to play cribbage and indoor games.

In 1969, he was elected to the Club Committee,
serving stints as Social Secretary and on the
Finance/Bar Sub-Committee before being elected
Club Secretary in 1980.

He will be much missed by his family and many
friends across clubland.

g News in brief R

' Rickitaels

# Doors Opew Sgm

Contact Russell Mason For:
Tickets On: 07712 132052

“PLEASE WOTE. TICKETS ARE WON-SEFUNBARLE

Cardiff’s Canton Liberal Club to welcome top
Lionel Richie tribute act Ricky Gee in March
Members of the Canton Liberal Club will be dancing
‘All Night Long’ on Saturday, March 15 when Ricky
Gee presents his highly rated tribute to pop star
Lionel Richie.

Expect all the big hits from Richie’s solo career as
well as from his time in The Commodores.

Tickets are £8 and can be purchased by phoning

@12 132052. J

WWW.Ciu.org.uk
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DID YOU KNOW YOUR
CLUB CAR PARK HOLDS
UNTAPPED OPPORTUNITY?

WITH PROFESSIONAL PARKING
MANAGEMENT, EXPECT:

/‘ Effortless member permits \

® Reduce unauthorised parking

® Generate incremental revenue

‘ Sub-let spaces for extra revenue
during club quiet times.

\\. EV charging & more /

READY TO IMPROVE YOUR
MEMBER EXPERIENCE AND
DRIVE INCREMENTAL REVENUE?

Talk to Richard today, who is our
dedicated specialist in turning Club Car
Parks into revenue-generating assets.

n richard@geminiparkingsolutions.com

2 GEMINI

Parking Solutions

WWW.GEMINIPARKINGSOLUTIONS.COM



NEWS

New Mill Club donates to mountain rescue team

The New Mill Club in Holmfirth recently donated £740 to the Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team,
having raised funds during a weekly Friday Quiz Night. The team carries out vital search and rescue
missions on the moors and hills of West Yorkshire

Poplar Social Club set for Ricky Hatton event
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Ricky Hatton will be appearing at Poplar Social Club on March 30

Accrington’s Poplar Social Club will be hosting ‘An Afternoon with Ricky Hatton’ on
Sunday, March 30.

Members will be enjoying an afternoon in the company of the two-weight World
Champion, known alternatively as “The Hitman, “The Pride of Hyde’ or “The Man-
chester Mexican’

During his boxing career Hatton held multiple world championships in the light-
welterweight division, and one at welterweight. In 2005, he was named Fighter of the
Year by The Ring magazine, the Boxing Writers Association of America, and ESPN.

Ricky will be regaling attendees with stories of his battles with the likes of May-
weather and Pacquiao, his struggles both in and out of the ring and his journey to
his two World titles.

A general admission ticket (unreserved seats) costs £45 and there will be a free
prize draw, photo opportunities, a raffle and a sports memorabilia auction.

There is also a limited ‘VIP Meet & Greet’ package available for £149.

-

News in brief A

Charity night at Wales Jubilee Sports & Social
Club to benefit local disabled girl Isabella
The Wales Jubilee Sports & Social Club in South
Yorkshire is hosting a Charity Night on

Saturday, March 22.

Local band The Cords will be providing the en-
tertainment alongside singer Magenta Apricot.

The event will raise money for a local girl, Is-
abella Kipling. She sadly caught meningitis at 17
months and was left disabled.

Isabella’s family is trying to raise £10,000 to
adapt their house to her needs and ensure that
their little girl has a more comfortable life.

Now seven, Isabella was also born with a rare
chromosome one deletion which has impacted
her development and learning.

Isabella’s recovery journey is not over and she
is due to have multiple future surgeries on both
her legs and feet and this will more than likely
continue into her adult years.

Sidcup Working Men's Club to hold Easter
Wellness Event on Saturday, March 29
Sidcup Working Men’s Club in Kent will be
staging its latest Wellness Event on Saturday,
March 29.

The events are designed to promote wellbeing
and to raise mental health awareness, while also
offering a variety of relaxing treatments for mind
and body at affordable prices.

The services available on the day include:
massages, facial treatments, sound healing and
reiki sessions.

All session are £20 for 25 minutes or £35 for
55 minutes.

There will also be a number of stalls selling
craftitems, food and drinks.

For more information, ring: 07383 099231 or
07540 999538.

Greashrough WMC to hold Northern Soul All-
Dayer in March as fundraiser for local charities
Greashrough Working Men’s Club in Rotherham is
holding a Northern Soul Charity All-Dayer on
Saturday, March 15.

The event will run from 12 noon to midnight
and will see a number of top DJs, including lan
Ellison.

Tickets are £5 in advance or £7 on the door
with all proceeds going to the Rotherham
Hospital and Community Charity and the
Rotherham Branch of the Royal British Legion.

For more information, ring John Botham on:

07850 289950. J

WWW.Ciu.org.uk
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GREENE KING

Our flagship beer.
An easy drinking,
fresh, sessionable
IPA. A satisfying
toffee / caramel
note with a clean,
dry finish.
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' GREENE KING

BURY’ Sf"EDMUNQs},/i_ )

CONTACT YOUR GREENE KING SALES DEVELOPMENT MANAGER FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR CONTACT CUSTOMER SALES ON 0345 600 1799 REMEMBER YOU CAN ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.GREENEKINGORDERS.CO.UK



NEWS

{8 FOR SERVICE

Distinguished Service Award — 60 Years

David Braun — Earls Barton United WMC(
(South East Midlands Branch)

Long Service Award — 36 Years

Clarice Goodman - Earls Barton United WM(C
(South East Midlands Branch)

Certificate of Merit — 10 Years

Karen Brown — Hetton Victory Club
(Durham Branch)

Club Centenary Award

Upper Hopton Social Club
(Heavy Woollen Branch)

- J

*
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Abbot

Brewed longer

to a unique recipe
using pale, amber
and crystal malts,
making it a full
flavoured, smooth
and mature beer.

clax

with an

= RICH ANDMALTY  *
s A

ale. 5 vol.

Contact your Greene King
Sales Development Manager

CHAMPION BEER for more information

— Or contact Customer Sales
on 0345 600 1799



CONFERENCE WEEKEND 2025

Saturday, April 26 — The 161st Annual Meeting

The 161st Annual Meeting of the Union takes place in the Royal Suite of the Grand Hotel in
Blackpool on Saturday, April 26 and will see delegates voting on a number of motions

|I
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The Annual Meeting will take place on the morning of Saturday, April 26

The Union’s 2025 Conference
Weekend will take place in Blackpool in
the last weekend of April.

The key event for CIU delegates is
the morning of Saturday, April 26 when
the 2025 Annual Meeting — the 161st
edition — takes place in the Royal Suite
of the Grand Hotel in Blackpool.

Union President Ken Roberts CMD
ACM will chair the Annual Meeting
and will be supported on the main
stage by General Secretary Kenneth D
Green CMD ACM and Vice-President
Bob Russell CMD, as well as Members
of the National Executive Committee.

During the meeting, the 2024 Annual
Report will be considered by delegates
while Union Accountant Uto Ekanem
will present the Union’s Financial
Report for 2024.

There will be several Motions
proposed by the NEC which will be
debated and then voted upon by
delegates.

These motions will be finalised over
ahead of the AGM and will be
published in Club Fournal and on the
Union’s official website, as well as
being posted to clubs.

A full agenda for the Annual Meeting
will also be published in the month
before Conference Weekend.

The Meeting will include an address
by the General Secretary as well as
guest speakers who will be announced
ahead of Conference Weekend.

The Grand Hotel has free parking
for delegates (register your registration
at the Hotel Reception) and is also
directly opposite a tram stop.

Delegates will vote on a number of motions
propsosed by the NEC

www.ciu.org.uk
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THE 33RD CIU BEER & TRADES EXHIBITION

Friday, April 25: Beer & Trades Exhibition

The 33rd CIU Beer & Trades Exhibition will be staged at the Norbreck Castle Hotel on Friday, April 25
with a number of club-related suppliers showcasing their products and services

The 33rd CIU Beer & Trades Exhibitionis
set to be another unmissable event for
Union club officials when it takes place on
Friday, April 25, at Blackpool’s Norbreck
Castle Hotel.

As the UK’s largest trade show for
private members’ social clubs, the
Exhibition offers a wealth of products and
services designed to help clubs save money
and grow their business.

A wide range of key club suppliers from
across the UK will be in attendance,
including Preferred Suppliers such as
BOC, Card Industry Professionals,
Dransfields, Greene King, Higos
Insurance and Pure Purchasing.

At the complimentary bar, Greene King
will be showecasing its leading brands,
creating the perfect setting for networking
with fellow club officials.

Dransfields will also be going all out for
this year’s exhibition, giving delegates the
chance to explore their latest club
products firsthand, including the versatile
Spotlight entertainment system, pool
tables, gaming machines, and their new
‘DartShark’ system. Following their recent
acquisition of Crystal & Son, Dransfields
now also offer a selection of fundraising
and printed products to help clubs engage
members and generate revenue.

Throughout the afternoon, attendees
can take part in bingo sessions hosted by
Dransfields and other exhibitors, with
plenty of opportunities to win fantastic
prizes.

With so much on offer, the trade show
promises to be an engaging, valuable, and
enjoyable event for all CIU club delegates.

The Greene King and Belhaven bar will be providing‘delicious refreshments at the 2025 CIU
Beer & Trades Exhibition

\ ] ) ) &

A bingo winner shows off her prize - a 32-inch Smart  The Campaign For Real Ale (CAMRA) will run Dransfields exhibited their Lucky Dip club lottery
TV - at last year’s event a cask ale bar at the 2025 trade fair machine at the 2024 event

3 ‘BRIt's here
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THE 33RD BEER & TRADES EXHIBITION

There is plenty of opportunity to network
with club colleagues at the trade show

Union General Secretary Kenneth D Green CMD ACM and Union Vice-President Ken Roberts CMD ACM
visit the stand of Preferred Supplier Pure Purchasing

A delegates tests his punching power at the Delegates enjoy their drinks —and Club Journal - Dransfields will be running several bingo
TNT Sports stand during the 2024 event sessions throughout the afternoon

The CIU will have its own stand at the show with members of staff from Head
Office on hand to discuss the services offered by the Union to its clubs

The BOC stand where delegates were able to receive expert
information on beer and drinks dispense gases

s ; Delegates were also able to sample two ciders from Stowford Press
A selection of Pukka Pies were enjoyed by delegates at the 2024 show - Apple Cider and Dark Berry

Www.ciu.org.uk ClubJournal ® 13



THE CIU BLACKPOOL SHOWCASE

The 2025 CIU Blackpool Showcase

This year’s CIU Blackpool Showcase will take place at the H&A Social Club on Friday, April 25. The
event will feature a line-up of four top artistes providing superb vocals and comedy

Tickets for the 2025 CIU Blackpool Showcase cost £5 and can be purchased on the door or at the Beer & Trades Exhibition

This year’s CIU Entertainment TMEN
Showecase will take place on the HOTEL & AP A.R TS
evening of Friday, April 25 at the H&A
Social Club in central Blackpool. SOCIA[‘ CLUB
The event will see a number of top
club acts, in a variety of musical genres
from across the various eras,
performing in the club’s Concert
Room on the night before the Union’s
Annual Meeting.
Entry costs just £5 on the door — or
can be purchased in advance at the
CIU Beer & Trades Exhibition which
will be held on the Friday afternoon
preceding the Showcase.
There will be four exceptional acts
on the night — Natalie Jax, Bad Ska
Madness, Martin Gold and Chris
Quammie.
The H&A Social Club is renowned
for its fantastic atmosphere and hot

food will be available on the night. The H&A Club is a fantastic CIU venue in the heart of Blackpool

14 ® (jubJournal WWW.ciu.org.uk




THE CIU BLACKPOOL SHOWCASE

Soul and Motown vocalist Chris Quammie

BAD MANNERS | MADNESS | THE SPECIALS | THE BEAT & MANY MORE

Comedian Martin Gold will be on the bill at the H&A Social Club
Bad Ska Madness will perform some of the greatest hits of ska and Two Tone on Friday, April 26

Www.ciu.org.uk ClubJournal ® 15




Broadwater Working Men's

‘Q Conservative Club in Worthing has
been a member of the CIU since

1937

20 >
S

awater Working Men'’s Conservative Club

Founded in 1924, Broadwater Working Men’s Conservative Club in Worthing, West Sussex has
been integral to its local community for over 100 years and is positively thriving in 2025

Situated in Worthing, West Sussex,
Broadwater Working Men’s
Conservative Club is a thriving club
which is at the heart of the local
community.

The club celebrated its centenary in
August 2024, its members flocking to
the club for a weekend of superb live
entertainment, including an Elvis
Presley tribute show, a family disco plus
a live performance by top local vocalist
Jason “The Showman’ Lee.

“We were very proud to mark such an
auspicious club milestone last year and
we are really pleased about how well
the club is doing at the moment,” says The club prides itself on being a
Club President Roy Poland. family fendhrERie

16 ® (lubJournal Www.ciu.org.uk



CLUB OF THE MONTH

“We’ve had a decent intake of new
members, and sales are going up so it is
looking good.”

Many of these new members have
been drawn in by Broadwater’s
welcoming atmosphere, quality drinks,
and regular live entertainment with
word-of-mouth helping to boost the
club’s profile in the seaside town.

The club, which became part of the
CIU in 1937, continues to invest in its
facilities as well as working hard to keep
its bar prices down, while never
compromising on quality.

“The club stocks a full range of
lagers, guest ales, and cask beers,
including popular choices like Harvey’s
and Abbot Ale and we have a number
of cask ale drinkers amongst our
members who love to come in and try
new beers,” says Roy.

Live entertainment is a major draw at
Broadwater, with tribute acts proving
especially popular. “Tribute acts go
down really well,” says Roy.

“We’ve got a Robbie Williams act

The club marked its
centenary in 2024 with a
weekend of festivities

coming up, an Elton John one, and an
Elvis act. They tend to sell out every
time.”

The club operates a ‘free’ ticket
system for these events, ensuring
members can secure their spots while
allowing staff to plan accordingly and
all the upcoming acts and other club
events are featured on the club’s
website.

“The entertainment takes place in the
Back Bar so we limit it to a maximum
of around 110 people so you have a
great atmosphere but it’s still
comfortable and not too packed,” says
Roy.

“We try and get a real mix of live acts
so there’s widespread appeal.”

While Saturday nights are a big hit for
entertainment, Sunday afternoons have
also gained a strong following.

“We have a Rock ‘n’ Roll DJ who
brings in a great crowd,” says Roy. “It’s
a nice mix of older and younger
people.”

The club also screens major sporting

»
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events, including the big boxing
matches and Premier League football
on Sky and TN'T Sports.

“We do really well out of the sport
and show pretty much all the Premier
League matches throughout the
season,” says Roy.

“There are a number of screens
around the club and because we’ve got
the Main Bar and Back Bar, you can
have music in one part of the club and
sport being shown on the other side, so
everyone is happy.

“We also have a projector screen for
big events, like the World Cup and
European Championships.”

This month will see a special
Cheltenham Gold Cup party taking
place on the afternoon of Friday,
March 14, a club tradition which
stretches back over three decades.

“It’s a members-only event and is
really a way of thanking members for
their continuing support of the club,”
says Roy.

“Everyone who comes along gets two

www.ciu.org.uk
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CLUB OF THE MONTH

The club recently refurbished

its snooker table

free drinks to help them get into the
‘Cheltenham spirit’, plus free food, and
then we enjoy the televised race
coverage across the day, especially the
Gold Cup which is obviously the
highlight of the whole Cheltenham
Festival.

“It’s a bit of a loss leader, giving away
free drinks,” Roy admits, “but most
people will stay and buy more, so it
works out well.”

Beyond the music and sports, the
club stays true to its traditional roots by
offering games like darts, snooker, and
pool. These sports ensure that the club
remains busy throughout the week with
various teams competing in local
leagues.

“We’ve recently refurbished our
snooker table and it gets a lot of use
throughout the week to the extent that
we’ve had to bring in a booking system
for the busiest times of the week,” says
Roy.

“We also have two pool tables and
three darts boards. Our sports facilities
have helped to bring new members into
the club with a new generation of

players taking the place of the older
ones — including myself — in our
competitive teams!”

Membership at Broadwater is
thriving, with more young people
signing up. Many of them are the
children of existing members who have
turned 18 and now want to be part of

Members enjoy regular live
acts at the club

the club’s welcoming community.

“We pride ourselves on being a
family-friendly club,” says Roy.

“A lot of parents bring their kids to
events like the Easter Bonnet Parade,
and when those children grow up, they
join as members themselves.

“We have other events across the

18 ® ClubJournal
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CLUB OF THE MONTH
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There is a patio area at
the rear of the club

year, such as a children’s pantomime in
January and a Halloween party.

“In many ways, having that sort of
ethos helps to future-proof the club as
people grow up being part of the club.

“Quite often you’ll have groups of
young adults coming into the club for a
few drinks before heading elsewhere —
perhaps to a nightclub or late-night
venue.”

Broadwater is more than just a place
to drink and socialise; it’s a cornerstone
of the community.

“Everybody’s friendly and that makes
such a first impression when someone
walks through our doors,” says Roy.

“We’ve had people visit from other
clubs and pubs who liked it so much
they decided to join almost
immediately and are now regulars.”

The club is very mindful of its
importance to the community and has
recently introduced a coffee morning
for those older members who prefer a
quieter social setting.

“Some people don’t drink or don’t
want to visit in the evening but still
want to socialise, so we thought a coffee
morning would be a great idea,” says
Roy.

With renovations underway,

including a refurbished kitchen to
support private functions, Broadwater
Club is continually improving. Private
events are a growing source of revenue,
and the club is looking to attract more
bookings.

“We tend to make more from private
parties than from entertainment nights
even though we only hire the room to
members,” says Roy.

“So having a proper kitchen set-up
with all new equipment, fittings and
flooring will be a big boost on that side
of things.”

Roy, who has been President of the
club for 20 years, is delighted that so
many members are willing to get
involved as committee members.

“I couldn’t really ask for more from
the committee and the staff as everyone
really pulls together to ensure that the
club is in a great financial position,” he
says.

“We also get tremendous support
from our members when it comes to
putting on events and they are very
generous when it comes to charity
fundraising.

“This month we have a special Race
Night for the Dreams Come True
charity and we have also raised funds
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for the Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air
Ambulance.”

At its core, the Club is a family-
friendly venue where everyone is
welcome. Whether you’re a sports fan, a
music lover, or someone looking for a
friendly place to enjoy a pint, this club
offers something for everyone.

“We like to think of ourselves as a
club for everyone in the area,” Roy
concludes.

“It’s a place where people can come
together, have a great time, and feel like
they belong.”

With its unbeatable atmosphere,
excellent drinks, and top-tier
entertainment, the Broadwater Working
Men’s Conservative Club is
undoubtedly one of Worthing’s most
important social hubs—and its future
looks brighter than ever.

CONTACT DETAILS

Broadwater Working Men's Conservative Club
44 Broadwater Street East

Worthing

BN14 9AW

Tel: 01903 523388

Branch: South East Metropolitan

WWW.Ciu.org.uk
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HQ - THE LATEST FROM HEAD OFFICE
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News in brief

Updated CIU Contracts and Club Secretary’s
Handbook are available to buy from branches
®  (lub Staff Acommodation Contract

o  (ontract of Employment — Bar Manager

®  (lub Staff Handbook

o (ontract of Employment — Bar/Cleaning Staff
o (Contract of Employment — Club Steward

®  (lub Secretary’s Handbook

@ 7ero Hours Contract

They are each priced as follows - £5 per Handbook;
£3 per contract.

Due to increased production and postage costs
the price list will be reviewed over the coming
months.

National Executive Committee dates

The NEC meetings at Head Office for 2025 will take
place on: March 26&27; April 24 (Conference
Weekend, Blackpool); June 4&5; July 16&17;
September 3&4; October 15&16 and December
384.

CIU Conference 2025 dates
The dates for the 2025 Conference Weekend are as
follows:

Thursday, April 24 — NEC Meeting

Friday, April 25— 33rd CIU Beer & Trades Exhibition
(Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool)

(IU Entertainment Showcase (The H&A Social Club,
Blackpool)

@urday, April 26 —The 161st Annual Meeting J

&
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Home Office looks at later opening for bars |

during the 2025 Women’s Euros competition

LY
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The Government is planning to extend closing time during the 2025 Women’s Euros this summer

Clubs and pubs are likely to be
allowed to stay open until lam during
the latter stages of the Women’s
European Championships this
summer (July 2-27).

The Home Office wants to push
back closing time in the on-trade by
two hours if England or Wales make it
to the semi-finals or final of the
prestigious tournament.

The Lionesses are among the
favourites for the European title,
having won the tournament for the
first time when it was held in the UK
three years ago.

“The Lionesses showed us in 2022
what it means to bring football home,
and now we want to make sure the

whole nation can come together again
to cheer on our teams,” said Policing
Minister Dame Diana Johnson.

“These plans will help our bars stay
open longer if England or Wales make
it to the final stages, allowing friends
and families to celebrate together and
providing a welcome boost to our
hospitality industry.”

Home secretary Yvette Cooper has
the power to extend on-trade licensing
hours for occasions deemed to be of
“exceptional international, national or
local significance™.

The Government is holding a
consultation period to gather views
from stakeholders before the plans are
confirmed.

20 ® (ClubJournal
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CIU EDUCATION

Enhance your club management skills with the Union’s own ACM

The Award in Club Management (ACM) enables CIU club officials to gain a thorough grounding in the skills
associated with running a club. If you would like to host future ACM sessions at your club, or share sessions
with clubs in your area, please get in touch with Catherine Fitzpatrick at Head Office

_— a4

The ACM course is taught by experienced club administrators and covers key aspects of club management and finance

The Union’s Award in Club
Management (ACM) course is
specifically designed for people
running CIU clubs and aims to give
club officials a thorough grounding in
the key aspects of managing a club
with maximum efficiency.

The qualification consists of three
self-contained units, each taking one
day of classroom-based study to
complete.

Unit 1 of the course covers Law &
Regulations, Licensing, Unit 2 covers
Law and Regulations (Part 2) and
Unit 3 covers Management, Finance
and Administration.

Once a candidate has completed the
course and been examined in all three
units through a multiple choice
examination at the end of each unit,
they receive the ACM.

The course is primarily aimed at

people who are going to be sitting on
club committees and occupying
positions of authority within clubs for
the first time.

It has been developed to ensure that
candidates gain a thorough
understanding of licensing laws and
regulations relating to members’
clubs, as well as a whole host of other
laws and regulations that govern the
running of a club, including
entertainment, the various copyright
permissions required and the rules
and regulations surrounding gaming
machines in clubs.

The lectures are carried out by
highly experienced lecturers from
within the CIU — including Union
General Secretary Kenneth D Green
CMD ACM and Union President
Ken Roberts CMD ACM - who lead
the day sessions and can draw from

their knowledge of the club scene to
illustrate the key points and explore
real-life scenarios and problems which
can crop up at members’ clubs.

If you have a minimum of 10
participants from your club or a
combination from clubs in your
surrounding area, the ACM course
will come to you.

The three self-contained units will
be delivered by Union lecturers over
three Saturdays of your choice at your
club — or a combination of clubs in
your area if that is a more practical
arrangement.

Please contact Senior Administrator
Cath Fitzpatrick at the CIU Head
Office on 020 7226 0221 or email:
Catherine.Fitzpatrick@wmciu.org
to discuss hosting a future series of
day sessions at your club or with
fellow CIU clubs.

WWW.Ciu.org.uk
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Do you want a chance to win some fantastic cash prizes in 2025?
Buy your tickets now! Our Draw gives you the opportunity to win big
while also helping a great cause.

To Enter Scan the QR code or go to
ciu.praxisplay.online

t to win includes a method of free entry via post, please see T&C’s for details. No purchase jgnecessa
’* enter but the intention of the raffle is to support the works of the CIU. I

l Monday 31 March 2025 at 7pm +

. H

Only gamble responsibly.
CIU Licence Number LN/000023921



CIU NATIONAL LOTTERY

Get involved with the CIU National Lottery

The CIU National Lottery is a great way to support your club and your Union as well as give yourself the
chance to win some fantastic cash prizes, as well as reqular opportunities to win beer and other prizes

The CIU National Lottery gives Union
members the opportunity to win
significant cash prizes or prizes each
month with tickets available to buy
online via their computers or
smartphones.

The next Draw takes place at 7pm on
Monday, March 31 and will be a
50/50 Draw which will also see 5% of
the total revenue raised going to the
winner’s club.

Q: How do I buy tickets?
A: It’s a very simple process:

@ Create an account at
ciu.praxisplay.online

® Add funds to your account

® Receive email confirming you have
added money to your account.

@® Buy tickets by selecting PLLAY on the
raffle you wish to purchase tickets

® Receive an email confirming your
tickets purchase, including ticket
numbers. This will be sent by email in a
PDF attachment and you can also see
tickets in your account.

Q:What happens if I forget my
password?

A: You can reset your password at any
time by clicking in the reset password
link on the screen.

Q: Is there a cap on the amount I
can spend?

A: Yes — the maximum number of
tickets you can buy is 20 tickets.

Q: Is there a minimum or
maximum amount that I have to
keep on my account?

A:You only need credit in your account
to buy tickets for the draws. Tickets are
just £1 each.

Q:What happens to my personal
data?

CIU National Lottery

SCAN HERE

Please gamble Responsibly

ciu.praxisplay.online

5% Revenue Share with the Winning Members Club
921

T&C's apply Lotter Licence Number LN/OO

A: Praxis is ICO registered and has full
GDPR statement in the T&C’s & log-
in/sign up process.

Q: I don’t own a smartphone. Can I
still play the CIU Raffle?

A: Yes. Please go online to
ciu.praxisplay.online and sign up to
create an online account and play the
CIU Raffle.

Q: How will I receive my winnings?
A: The Winners receive an email and

text confirming their win, along with
payment into the client’s CIU draw app
account. The user can then withdraw
the funds via the app account to
another bank account.

Q: I have a technical issue with the
App.Who do I contact?

A: In-app users can create a support
ticket to resolve a query or call the CIU
Head Office on 0207 226 0221 for help
with any problems they encounter
when buying a ticket.

wwwi.ciu.org.uk
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CIU RACING CLUB

Great deals on tickets at 16 racecourses

The CIU has teamed up with Arena Racing Company (ARC) to give club members discounted tickets to 16
racecourses across the UK — visit: arenaracingcompany.co.uk/offers/ciu

The CIU has teamed up with Arena
Racing Company (ARC) to give CIU
club members fantastic, great-value
offers to enjoy a brilliant day out at the
races this year!

Offer 1

(Sunday —Thursday fixtures):

A ticket, a drink (beer, cider or soft
drink) and a racecard - only
£14.50!*

Offer 2

(Friday & Saturday fixtures):

A ticket, a drink (beer, cider or soft
drink) and a racecard — only
£19.50!*

This incredible value deal is available at
all of ARC’s 16 racecourses across the
UK, — that’s more than 500 racedays to
enjoy!

Highlights include the prestigious
Betfred St Leger Festival at Doncaster
in September, a whole host of family
fun days, live music events and stylish
Ladies Days.

*Exclusions apply. See ARC’s Terms
and Conditions below.

Terms and conditions

® Offer is valid for Grandstand tickets or equivalent.
® Under 18s tickets are free of charge.

® Drink includes a pint of beer, cider or a soft drink.
® Subject to availability and offers may sell out.

® Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion,
discount or concession. New bookings only.

@ Offers can only be booked online and in advance.
® Advance sales close 24 hours before each fixture.

® All bookings are subject to our Ticket Purchase
Terms and Conditions and Conditions of Entry.

® Booking fee applies.

® The offers are open to UK & Irish residents only
who are aged 18 and over.

® You may be asked for proof of CIU membership on
entry. Anyone in possession of a CIU package without
proof of CIU membership may be refused entry and
details sent back to CIUL

© ARC withhold the right to rescind this offer at any

nme.

ARC’s 16 racecourses

Bath Lingfield Park
Brighton Newcastle
Chepstow Sedgefield
Doncaster Southwell
Ffos Las Uttoxeter
Fontwell Park Windsor
Great Yarmouth Wolverhampton

Hereford Worcester

To book tickets online

Go to: arenaracingcompany.co.uk/offers/ciu

1) Select Your Racecourse
2) Select Your Fixture
3) Click‘Book Now!

Or —for help booking over the phone, please call :
01302 304200

wwwi.ciu.org.uk
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A WORD WITH PREFERRED SUPPLIER GREENE KING

Finding your ideal cask range

In the latest in a series of articles on Greene King's category Vision for Ale. John Malone, Head
of Brewery Engagement, takes a look at the vital importance of range science

Bringing excitement to the club bar with Greene King’s range of cask ales

Hopefully you have been following
this series of articles on Greene
King’s ‘How To Win With Ale’
category vision and have been able to
implement some of the advice in your
own club to help grow sales of cask
ale and bring new energy and
excitement into the category.

In previous articles, we’ve covered
topics including perfect presentation
and quality. So here we intend to take
a deep dive into the world of range
science.

Before we do that, it’s worth
remembering just how important cask
ale is to venues across the country
and indeed to your customers.

Ale is a fundamental cornerstone of
a credible beer offer for any venue.

One in every five pints sold is cask

ale and cask ale is the third biggest
category by rate of sale per venue,
with more than 130 points sold per
week.

Believe it or not, that’s ahead of keg
ale, which sits in fourth position. In
simple terms, cask ale is popular.

It sells fast and it helps bring
customers to your door at quieter
times of the week.

So it’s easy to see why we strongly
believe that there is a huge
opportunity to transform the way the
industry looks at the ale category.

At Greene King, we welcome the
responsibility of playing a leading role
in that transformation.

‘How To Win With Ale’ embraces
the importance and role of ale on the
bar and the challenges and

opportunities for the category.

It also provides a fresh perspective
on innovation, quality, and
presentation for the industry.

In this series of articles, we have
discussed the importance of perfect
presentation and quality in every
sense, but winning with ale also
means ensuring you have a great
range behind the bar that will appeal
to the broadest spectrum of drinkers.

The science behind developing the
right range for your venue is simple,
yet very robust, and involves ranging
to maximise both drink or repeal and
profit.

This means:

e Quality over quantity
e Breadth of choice — across styles and
price points

28 ® (ClubJournal
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A WORD WITH PREFERRED SUPPLIER GREENE KING

Cask ale can drive footfall frequency and spend

e Venue fit and regionality

Ranging considerations

Cask ale is a cornerstone of the Great
British bar, and when executed well it
can drive footfall frequency and
spend.

Making sure we have the right
range is a vital piece of the puzzle
too.

Too many choices means
throughputs could be too low to
achieve a high-quality serve.

Too few choices and your cask ale
customers won’t be satisfied with a
variety.

To help you choose a strong range,
here are some important
considerations:

e Style — two in three pints sold are
amber ale, making it a ‘must stock’ for
the bar. However, golden Ale is
growing, so it is also important to
stock it

e National v Local — national brands
offer broad appeal with consumers
while local choices are growing in

popularity

e Permanent v Rotation — be sure to
stock choices customers can recognize
and rely on alongside new options
that offer interest and excitement.

Stick or twist

How many sticks do you have or need
behind the bar at your venue? We
would offer this range advice:

e One stick
The venue must pour a minimum of
24 pints per day or 12 if you are using
pins.

Ideally, this should be a national
brand with strong ROS, typically an
amber ale.

e Two sticks

The venue must pour a minimum of

48 pints per day or 24 if using pins.
This should be a premium amber or

golden ale and should perhaps be a

rotational option.

e Three sticks

Venue must pour a minimum of 72

pints a day or 36 if using pins.
This should be a seasonal or

rotational beer.

Finishing touches

It is worth noting that in Greene
King’s Managed Estate, our branded
cask ales are growing (plus 4.2%) by
volume outperforming the cask
market.

The learnings we have shared above
have been applied in real bars and
they work, so if we work together —
Greene King brewing great beers and
you keeping them that way — we can
deliver stronger sales for you, drive
fresh footfall, generate customer
loyalty, and provide these elevated
experiences your members are looking
for.

Cask ale is a unique product that’s
only available in the on-trade and has
hundreds of years of history and
heritage behind it.

Working together we can ensure
that it has a long and profitable future
ahead of it too.

® To discuss supply with Greene
King & Belhaven, call 0345
8504545 and quote “CLUB23”.

Www.ciu.org.uk
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Dransfields brin
exciting, innovative p

S PRT I_I G HT Brand new to the market are the Game Master 2,

Cyclone and Hi-Max cabinets, adding a touch of class
to any venue.

As the home of the Lucky Dip Lottery and Spotlight,
the ultimate entertainment system, we have everything

you need to keep your venue thriving, offering fun and
entertainment to your customers.

Jocol G T Call Dransfields

employing

enquiries@dransfields.com
local people

THE ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM

Make more money with Dransfi

Recommended supplier to: Club and Institute Union, Association of Conservative Clubs, Alliance of British Clubs, Na
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tional Union of Labour & Socialist Clubs, National Association of Railway Clubs, Association of Independent Clubs.



CLUB DESIGN & FITOUT SPECIALISTS « COMPETITIVE PRICING POLICY

Thalnes mfo@thamescontracts com. please call 020 8368 0045 Tham
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NEW BUDGET - DO YOU HAVE METAL LETUS RE D R TEAM O

FRIENDLY ! OR WOODEN CHAIRS ,0L0LSTER THEM IN SKILLED

UPHOLSTERERS
SERVICE! WITH GOOD FRAMES A NEW FABRICOF ! CAN COMPLETE UP

SAVE MONEY & BUT TATTY & TIRED YOUR CHOICE FOR A TO 200 CHAIRS A
" UPHOLSTERY? FRACTION OF THE DAY. SIMPLY

PRICE OF A NEW EMAIL PHOTOS OF
CHAIR! YOUR CHAIRS
ALONG WITH

www.trentfurniture.co.uk SEANTIIVIEORIA

0116 286 4911
UK Supplier of Contract Furniture

Ace Furniture d

Contract Furniture Manufacturers

Quality, durable contract furniture.
Made by skilled craftsmen

* Nationwide delivery H
@* Special Discount for all CIU Members

* Reupholstery and refurbishment service also available.

Contact us for a FREE site survey 01536 203244. www.acefurniture.uk.com



CLASSIFIED

PRIZE CROSSWORD

Exclusive Discounts
for CIU members

urniture

HEATH GAP WELCOME WORKING MEN'S CLUB, CANNOCK

Steward/Stewardess
or Bar Manager Required

We are a busy, friendly club which requires a
Club Steward/Stewardess or Bar Manager.

Your duties will include: Cellar Management, Stock Control,
Line Cleaning, Cash Flow, Banking and supervising all bar
and cleaning staff.

You will also liaise with the Secretary and Club Committee.

Abond will be required for responsibility of stock control.
Whilst experience within the licensed industry is preferred, it is
not essential.

Please apply with your CV and references to:
The Secretary, Heath Gap Welcome WMC,
32 Heath Gap Road, Cannock, WS11 6DY

Telephone: 01543 579764
Email: Welcome1945WMC@Gmail.com

Every month we give £10 prizes to lucky correct entrants.

ACROSS

1 Boggy, confusing situation?
Or justin a mass? (6)

4 Fish around the trout with a
bottle-opener (6)

9 Vicously sued, then
employed (4)

10 Confusing lout with genius
ina two-piece set? (6,4)

11 Private view without verve
could be fora US elk (6)

12 Accidental re-enactment
with no car at rundown
apartment (8)

13 Weather report to have
later? (9)

17 Rats taken aback by
heavenly body (4)

18 The latest to be crudely sewn
)

19 Gloomy yet strange study of
words (9)

24 Takes precedence over
fashionable perm for pets
(3-5)

25 Charge, in uncertain diction
6)

27 Showed easy way to get
cosmetics on the dark side?
(10)

28 Backdoor, straight ontoa
quarter of an acre (4)

29 Trip of a maiden's following?
(6)

30 United Nations reduced, but
put together if not (6)

DOWN

1 Scar, toadegree, that can
give you a black eye? (7)

2 Eradication at once to
remove the ‘spoken’lines (5)

3 Shelfisall about thinking of
one(7)

5 Pressing to get run around (6)

6 Lead, say, could be maltase?
(45)

7 Lessfattobeusedasa
diluting agent (7)

8  (itrus cocktail is pastoral (6)

14 Unused jumperinsucha
state? (3,6)

15 Lookin Cheyenne territory
3)

16 Pitch that's crucially
important (3)

18 Rue the envy foolishly of
dancer with Margot (7)

20 Alas, not the era of the short
wave programme (2,4)

21 Nemesis, breaking up‘posh
pots’ (7)

22 Lizards to produce cokes, e.g.
)

23 Will-o'-the-wisp ran gently
then leaped out (6)

26 Dire force put into sad song

)
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Name

Club

Address

Send your entry to Club Journal
Crossword, Link Spaces,
Botanica Ditton Park, Riding
Court Road, Slough, SL3 9LL.
Deadline March 25.

CROSSWORD
SOLUTION

Congratulations to the winners of

our £10 Prize Crossword for
February.

Richard Boon of The Mildmay Club
Mrs RE Lindley of Scissett WMC
Rosemary Davies of (wmcam WMC

Simon Hindliffe of Brighton Street WMC
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL

Clubs get set for Cheltenham 2025

The Cheltenham Festival gets underway this month and many Union clubs will be welcoming
in members for the four-day celebration of top-class jump racing at the famous course

|
B
-

Many Union clubs will be showing Cheltenham on their screens this March

The Cheltenham Festival, scheduled
from March 11 to 14, stands as the
pinnacle of the National Hunt racing
calendar.

Over four days, enthusiasts will
head to the famous Gloucestershire
venue — as well as to their local clubs
— in order to witness the spectacle
offered by the 28 races, including 12
Grade 1 events, featuring the finest
horses, jockeys, and trainers in the
sport.

This year’s Festival introduces
notable changes, including adjusted
race times and modifications to
certain race formats, aiming to

enhance competitiveness and to make
the event even more unmissable.

But what won’t change is the
remarkable atmopshere which the
event engenders each year with
thousands of Irish racing fans
travelling to Cheltenham, turning the
racecourse into a sea of green.

St. Patrick’s Thursday, in particular,
celebrates Irish culture, with music,
dancing, and a vibrant party
atmosphere — plus plenty of the ‘Black
Stuff’ flowing both at the ground and
in clubs around the country.

The Prestbury Cup, awarded to the
country with the most winners across

the Festival, has been a key talking
point in recent years, with Ireland
often outscoring their British
counterparts.

The Cheltenham Festival without
Ireland’s influence is unimaginable.
From elite horses to passionate fans,
Ireland’s deep-rooted connection
ensures that Cheltenham remains the
ultimate spectacle in National Hunt
racing.

Here is a rundown of this year’s
Festival which will help clubs to make
the most of this great opportunity to
boost midweek trade at your club
during March.
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL
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The atmosphere at the racecourse will be matched at clubs up and down the land with TV coverage on ITV and Racing UK

Day 1: Champion Day —Tuesday,
March 11
The Festival commences with
Champion Day, highlighted by the
prestigious Unibet Champion Hurdle.
This Grade 1 race over 2 miles
crowns the season's top hurdler.
Leading contenders include the
defending champion, Constitution
Hill, trained by Nicky Henderson, and
the formidable Lossiemouth from
Willie Mullins’ yard.

Races — Day 1

1.20pm — Sky Bet Supreme Novices’
Hurdle (Grade 1)

2pm — My Pension Expert Arkle
Novices’ Chase (Grade 1)

2.40pm — Ultima Handicap Chase
(Premier Handicap)

3.20pm — Close Brothers Mares’
Hurdle (Grade 1)

4pm — Unibet Champion Hurdle
(Grade 1)

4.40pm — Fred Winter Juvenile
Handicap Hurdle (Premier Handicap)
5.20pm — National Hunt Novices’
Chase

Day 2: Style Wednesday —
Wednesday, March 12

Style Wednesday combines high
fashion with top-tier racing, headlined

by the BetMGM Queen Mother
Champion Steeple Chase at 4pm.

Races — Day 2

1.20pm —Turners Novices’ Hurdle
(Grade 1)

2pm — Brown Advisory Novices’
Steeple Chase

2.40pm — Coral Cup Hurdle (Premier
Handicap)

3.20pm — Glenfarclas Cross Country
Steeple Chase

4pm — BetMGM Queen Mother
Champion Steeple Chase (Grade 1)
4.40pm — Johnny Henderson Grand
Annual Handicap Steeple Chase
Challenge Cup (Premier Handicap)
5.20pm —Weatherbys Champion
Bumper (Grade 1)

Day 3: St Patrick’s Thursday —
Thursday, March 13

Celebrating Irish heritage, St Patrick’s
Thursday features the Ryanair Steeple
Chase at 3.20pm and the Paddy Power
Stayers’ Hurdle at 4pm.

Races — Day 3

1.20pm — Ryanair Mares’ Novices’
Hurdle (Grade 2)

2pm — Jack Richards Novices’ Limited
Handicap Chase

2.40pm — Pertemps Network Final

3.20pm — Ryanair Steeple Chase
4pm — Paddy Power Stayers’ Hurdle
(Grade 1)

4.40 pm-TrustATrader Plate
(Premier Handicap)

5.20pm — Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir
Challenge Cup Handicap Steeple
Chase

Day 4: Gold Cup Day - Friday,
March 14
The Festival culminates with Gold
Cup Day, featuring the prestigious
Cheltenham Gold Cup at 4pm.
Reigning champion Galopin Des
Champs, trained by Willie Mullins, will
be aiming for a historic third
consecutive victory.

Races — Day 4

1.20pm — Triumph Hurdle (Grade 1)
2pm — County Handicap Hurdle
(Premier Handicap)

2.40pm — Mrs Paddy Power Mares’
Steeple Chase (Grade 2)

3.20pm —The Albert Bartlett Novices’
Hurdle Race (Grade 1)

4pm —The Boodles Cheltenham Gold
Cup Steeple Chase (Grade 1)

4.40pm —The St. James’s Place Festival
Hunters Chase

5.20pm — Martin Pipe Conditional
Jockeys’ Handicap Hurdle
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Friday, March 7, 8pm, Sky Sports

Super League: St Helens v Hull KR
Saints set a new Super League record for the
competition’s biggest-ever winning margin in Round 1
of the new season as they beat a weakened Salford
Red Devils side by 82-0. They are unlikely to enjoy such
aromp again but look to be one of the teams to beat
again in the coming months with the likes of Tristan
Sailor and Morgan Knowle looking very dangerous.
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Saturday, March 15, 4.45pm, ITV

Six Nations Rugby: Wales v England

After a disappointing start to their Six Nations
campaign which saw the resignation of their Head
Coach Warren Gatland after just two matches, can
Wales make a return to form and beat England at the
Principality Stadium? It seems an unlikely scenario
given the improving form of England but the
passionate support of the Cardiff crowd may just rouse
the sleeping dragon of Welsh rugby.

Sunday, March 17, 4.30pm — Sky Sports/ITV

Carabao Cup: Liverpool v Newcastle United

The first silverware of the season will be up for grabs
at Wembley as Arnie Slot’s Liverpool side take on Eddie
Howe’s Magpies. Given their imperious form in the
League, the Reds will be favourites to lift the trophy
but United will have other ideas in the intense
atmosphere generated by the two sets of passionate
fans who will make the trip to London.

SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS

March brings the Carabao Cup Final, the conclusion of the Six Nations
rugby championship, key fixtures in the Premier League and UEFA
Champions League fixtures and the Cheltenham Festival

Sunday, March 2, 1.45pm, ITV4
FA Cup, 5th Round - Newcastle
United v Brighton & Hove Albion

Sunday, March 2, 3pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Leeds Rhinos v
Castleford Tigers

Monday, March 3, 7.45pm, ITV4
FA Cup, 5th Round - Nottingham
Forest v Ipswich Town

Tuesday, March 4, 8.30am, Sky Sports
Cricket

Cricket: ICC Champions Trophy -
Semi-Final 1

Tuesday, March 4, 8pm, TNT Sports
UEFA Champions League: Round
of 16

Wednesday, March 5, 8.30am, Sky
Sports Cricket

Cricket: ICC Champions Trophy -
Semi-Final 2

Thursday, March 6, 7pm, Sky Sports
Darts: Premier League — Brighton

Thursday, March 6, 8pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Hull FC v Leigh
Leopards

Friday, March 7, 7pm, Sky Sports
Boxing: Natasha Jonas v Lauren
Price: IBF, WBC & WBA
Welterweight Titles

Friday, March 7, 8pm, Sky Sports
Super League: St Helens v Hull
KR

Friday, March 7, 8pm, Sky Sports
Football

Championship: Norwich City v
Oxford United

Friday, March 7, 12.30pm, Sky Sports
Foorball

Championship: Coventry City v
Stoke City

Sarurday, March 8, 10am, Sky Sports
Golf: Johannesburg Open

Sarurday, March 8, 12.30pm, TNT
Sports

Premier League: Nottingham
Forest v Manchester City

Sarurday, March 8, 2.15pm, ITV
Six Nations Rugby: Ireland v
France

Sarurday, March 8, 4.45pm, BBC1
Six Nations Rugby: Scotland v
Wales

Sarurday, March 8, 5.30pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: Brentford v
Aston Villa

Sarurday, March 8, 5.30pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Catalans Dragons v
Leeds Rhinos

Sarurday, March 8, 8pm, Sky Sports
Premier League
Premier League: Wolves v Everton

Sunday, March 9, 8.30am, Sky Sports
Cricket

Cricket: ICC Champions Trophy -
Final

Sunday, March 9, 12 noon, Sky Sports
Foorball

Championship: Portsmouth v
Leeds United

Sunday, March 9, 1pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Warrington Wolves
v Wakefield Trinity
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Golf: The Players Ch'éérij_io'nﬁ.ﬂp, .
Thursday,March 13, T9:30am,
Sky-Sports Golf

Sunday, March 9, 2pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: Tottenham
Hotspur v AFC Bournemouth

Sunday, March 9, 3pm, ITV
Six Nations Rugby: England v
Italy

Sunday, March 9, 4.30pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: Manchester
United v Arsenal

Monday, March 10, 8pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: West Ham
United v Newcastle United

Tuesday, March 11, 1pm, ITV
Horse Racing: Cheltenham
Festival — Day 1

Tuesday, March 11, 8pm, Sky Sports
Football

Championship: Sheffield United v
Bristol City

Tuesday, March 4, 8pm, TNT Sports
UEFA Champions League: Round
of 16

Wednesday, March 12, 1pm, ITV
Horse Racing: Cheltenham
Festival — Day 2

Wednesday, March 12, 8pm, Sky Sports
Football

Championship: Stoke City v
Blackburn Rovers

Thursday, March 13, 11.30am, Sky
Sports Golf

PGA Golf: The Players
Championship

Thursday, March 13, Ipm, ITV
Horse Racing: Cheltenham
Festival — Day 3

Thursday, March 13, 7pm, Sky Sports
Action

Darts: Premier League —
Nottingham

Friday, March 14, 11.30am, Sky Sports
Golf

PGA Golf: The Players
Championship

Friday, March 14, 1pm, ITV
Horse Racing: Cheltenham
Festival — Day 4

Saturday, March 15, 12 midday, Sky
Sports Golf

PGA Golf: The Players
Championship

Saturday, March 15, 12.30pm, Sky
Sports

Championship: QPR v Leeds
United

Saturday, March 15, 2.15pm, ITV
Six Nations Rugby: Italy v
Ireland

Saturday, March 15, 4.45pm, BBC1
Six Nations Rugby: Wales v
England

Sarurday, March 15, 5.30pm, Sky
Sports Premier League

Premier League: AFC
Bournemouth v Brentford

Saturday, March 15, 8pm, ITV
Six Nations Rugby: France v
Scotland

Sunday, March 16, 11.30am, Sky
Sports Golf

PGA Golf: The Players
Championship
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Do you want a chance to win some fantastic cash prizes in 2025?
Buy your tickets now! Our Draw gives you the opportunity to win big
while also helping a great cause.

To Enter Scan the QR code or go to
ciu.praxisplay.online

t to win includes a method of free entry via post, please see T&C’s for details. No purchase jgnecessa
’* enter but the intention of the raffle is to support the works of the CIU. I

l Monday 31 March 2025 at 7pm +

. H

Only gamble responsibly.
CIU Licence Number LN/000023921



SPORT

Harlequins, Saturday, March 22
TNT Sports/ITV

Sunday, March 16, 12.30pm, Sky
Sports Football

Scottish Premiership: Celtic v
Rangers

Sunday, March 16, 2pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: Arsenal v
Chelsea

Sunday, March 16, 4.30pm, Sky Sports
Premier League

Premier League: Leicester City v
Manchester United

Sunday, March 16, 4.30pm, Sky Sports
Football/ITV1

Carabao Cup Final: Liverpool v
Newcastle United

Thursday, March 20, 7pm, Sky Sports
Main Event
Darts: Premier League — Cardiff

Thursday, March 20, 8pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Salford Red Devils
v Huddersfield Giants

Friday, March 21, 7.45pm, ITV
International Football: FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifier —
England v Albania

Friday, March 21, 7.45pm, TNT Sports
Premiership Rugby Union:
Northampton Saints v Leicester
Tigers

Friday, March 21, 8pm, Sky Sports
Super League: St Helens v
Warrington Wolves

Saturday, March 22, 3pm, Sky Sports
Super League: Castleford Tigers v
Catalans Dragons

Saturday, March 22, 3.05pm, TNT
Sports/ITV

Premiership Rugby Union:
Saracens v Harlequins

Saturday, March 22, 5.30pm, Sky
Sports

Super League: Leeds Rhinos v
Wigan Warriors

Saturday, March 22, 7.45pm,
S4C/BBC

International Football: FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifier —
Wales v Kazakhstan

Sunday, March 23, 3pm, TNT Sports/
Premiership Rugby Union: Bath
v Gloucester

Monday, March 24, 7.45pm, ITV
International Football: FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifier —
England v Latvia

Tuesday, March 25, 7.45pm,
S4C/BBC

International Football: FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifier —
North Macedonia v Wales

Thursday, March 27, 7pm, Sky Sports
Main Event

Darts: Premier League —
Newcastle

Saturday, March 30, 3pm, Sky
Sports/BBC

Super League: Wigan Warriors v
Salford Red Devils

WWW.Ciu.org.uk

ClubJournal ® 38



33RD CIU BEER & TRADES EXHIBITORS

The Ultimate o P8
e%

fun experienc

Dransfields SPOTLIGHT is o state-ol-the--arl audio visval plofform
delivering the best enfertainment fo your venue and giving your
customers lots of fun with the ullimale entertainmen! experience.
Spotight b modular em that enabiles a club to tallor It to fheir needs, whilsh
abowing instant upgrodes to bring in additional features on o poy-os-you-use boss

Best deals, best service, best choice

Dransfields is the UK's lorgest independent supplier of
gaming and amusement machines 1o privole members
chits, pubs and the licensed rade.,

perlise and are oble fo provide
fhe very highest levels of senvice and supportio heip.
you maximise profits for your venue:

Dransfié.las

AL SERVICE. MATIONAL STRENGTH

Recammended supplier to- ¢ Clubs. Alliance of British Clubs

Hatanal Union of Labour & Secislin Clubs Nahienal Associotion of Railwoy Clubs Associotion of Independent Clubs

GREENE KING

Nur flagship beer.
An easy drinking,
fresh, sessionable
IPA. A satisfying
toffee / caramel
note with a clean,
dry finish.

IH534434 % dS1¥D

GREENE KING SALES DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
CUSTOMER SALES ON 0345 600 1799
WWW.GREENEKINGORDERS.CO.UK
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Our Bespoke
Insurance Cover

“Your trusted CIU insurance partner”, Ken Green

Your club is unique, so is our approach. As a trusted CIU Insurance Partner, Higos would
like to provide your club with insurance cover tailored to your needs.

With 8000 membership organisations in the UK, from snooker clubs to scout troops, we
understand your busines different, as is our approach

Our bespoke insurance cover is flexible, simple and handled by our dedicated in-house
CIU insurance team. We are an insurance broker who offer friendly, expert advice and
underwriting skills to find cover you actually require.

Our specialist sports and social clubs insurance includes:

Public & Employers liability Directors, Officers, and Committee Members Liability

Sports playing surfaces Money in gaming machines
Legal expenses cover Personal accident cover

Re-build cost assessments

Your Dedicated CIU Contacts
Seb Ridene,

Business Development Manager Ph“'!e= 07867_377 ?10 5
Committee Contact and Relationship Manager Email: sebastien.ridene@higos.co.uk

Tom Blackledge, 5

New Business Executive th?e. 01626 332 433 .

Contact for all new quotes and enquiries Email: tom.blackledge@higos.co.uk
Renewals Tea Phone: 01458 270 303

Contact for all existing Higos held CIU Clubs Email: CIU@higos.co.uk

Why you should choose Higos

Business Interruption cover

« 5Star rating on Trust Pilot & Feefo « Dedicated UK claims handlers
« Over 90% of customers renew each year « Ateam of 200+ expert friendly advisors

WE LOVE DIFFERENT / HIG0S.CO.UK

[igos|

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

* Give all members a privilege card

« Take control of membership subscriptions

« Bar price control, staff control, stock control,
accounting control and much more

B0k 8 P3EE o
0330 058 0411
www.clubcontrol.co.uk

Designed specifically for the Social Club sector.

Trusted by over 1800 clubs like yours nationwide

CLUB
0330 058 0411 | clubcontrol.co.uk | info@clubcontrol.co.uk |
330 058 0411 | | CJCONTPOL
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33RD CIU BEER & TRADES EXHIBITORS

SMOOTH VELVET
000

SCOTTISH STOUT

RESPONSIBLY WWW.BELHAVEN.CO.UK

Do you want to save
money, time, and effort?

‘Why choose Pure Purchosmg Consultonts '

+ We make sure you are getting the best services for the
best prices for purchases you require.

« Our team will focus on your unique business needs.

« Sustainability and cost-effectiveness are our priorities.

Whot we offcr

» Comprehensive procurement support in all areas of your business. We can help
you source everything from tooth picks to refurbishment & maintenance materials.

+ Project management for infrastructure and facilities projects. We'll handle the
bidding, contractor selection, and oversight - you focus on your core business.

+ Contract reviews and negotiations. We'll analyse your current supplier and
vendor contracts and look for ways to reduce costs and improve terms.

+ Sustainability consulting. We can help set and achieve sustainability goals
around energy, waste, transportation, and more.

Contact Us Today

infoflpurepurchasing co.uk | 0330 118 8338 | 07495893 993

PIE HEATER PACKAGE .

frum the UK’s No:T pie brand"

Just

£299

plus VAT

- COOKS FROMFROZEN INWRAPPER & KEEPS WARM
A RANGE OF FLAVOURS ARE AVAILABLE TO ORDER

Comes with 36 free pies worth £108™ a ready to serve POS kit
and 50% off your next 2 boxes

POS kit includes: Clamshells, Greaseproof Paper, Temperature Probe, Serving Tongs, Bar Runner, Tabletop Chalkboard and Pub Quiz Sheets

Order by email at customerservice@pukkapies.co.uk
or call 0116 264 4004 (press option 1)

CING CLUB

A ch’/ {4}»1
Cilu MEMBE
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Our Bespoke

Insurance Cover

Your trusted CIU insurance partner”, Ken Green

Your club is unique, so is our approach. As a trusted CIU Insurance Partner, Higos would
like to provide your club with insurance cover tailored to your needs.

With 8000 membership organisations in the UK, from snooker clubs to scout troops, we
understand your business is different, as is our approach.

Our bespoke insurance cover is flexible, simple and handled by our dedicated in-house
CIU insurance team. We are an insurance broker who offer friendly, expert advice and
underwriting skills to find cover you actually require.

Our specialist sports and social clubs insurance includes:

Public & Employers liability Directors, Officers, and Committee Members Liability
Sports playing surfaces Money in gaming machines
Legal expenses cover Personal accident cover
Re-build cost assessments Business Interruption cover
Your Dedicated CIU Contacts

Seb Ridene, .
Business Development Manager Phor!e. 07867_377 ?10 .
Committee Contact and Relationship Manager Email: sebastien.ridene@higos.co.uk

Tom Blackledge, .
New Business Executive Phone: 01626 332 433

Contact for all new quotes and enquiries Email: tom.blackledge@higos.co.uk

Renewals Team Phone: 01458 270 303
Contact for all existing Higos held CIU Clubs Email: CIU@higos.co.uk

Why you should choose Higos

e 5 Star rating on Trust Pilot & Feefo ¢ Dedicated UK claims handlers
e Over 90% of customers renew each year o Ateam of 200+ expert friendly advisors

[Higos

PART OF THE WE LOVE DIFFERENT / HIG0S.CO.UK

Insuranc Se din of Brown & Brown Insurance Brokers (UK) Limited,

Hig
BROWN & BROWN TEAM ath eda gltdby(h F ancial Canduct Autho ty!FRN7A5518]fc mpany regi townd

nEn L dadWL Company R g ation No. 09850559. Register
Insurance Brokers [UK] Limited, 7th Ftoor Corn Exchange, Mark Lane, London EC3R 7NE




